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and routine in these matters of importance. He insists upon the 
surgeon changing all clothing before the operation, and would 
prohibit talking by the surgeon while operating; two points in 
operative technique which most men do not observe. He recom¬ 
mends that the appendix be always brought out and inspected 
through a hernia wound, and also recommends that, if desirable, 
a thorough examination of the pelvic and abdominal cavities may 
be made through the wound which is to be enlarged if necessary. 
In speaking of the necessity of operating upon inguinal hernia 
when present, he writes as follows: 

" All hernias of the inguinal variety in both sexes between 
two and forty years of age, should be cured by operation if cir¬ 
cumstances and physical condition permit of it. No young man 
or woman is doing justice to his or her development and health 
by nursing a rupture during school or college life, let alone the 
many risks incidentally encountered on play-ground and campus.” 

The mortality following hernia operations he gives as less 
than one-quarter of one per cent. In illustrating Kocher’s opera¬ 
tion for inguinal hernia, he gives the lateral transposition method, 
while Kocher now uses the transposition method by invagination, 
where feasible, which he considers a marked advance in the 
technique of his operation. He accepts the advice of Bloodgood 
in opening the sheath of the rectus muscle and suturing the muscle 
to Poupart’s ligament, where the conjoined tendon is not suf¬ 
ficiently strong to be used. The advisability of this would be 
questioned by some surgeons. The monograph is one of the best 
and most thorough treatises that has yet appeared on the surgical 
aspect of hernia. 

Paul M. Pilcher. 

Manual of Surgery. By Alexis Thompson, F.R.C.S., Assist¬ 
ant Surgeon Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, and Alexander 
Miles, F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon Edinburgh Royal In¬ 
firmary. Two volumes. Second edition revised and en¬ 
larged. Pentland, Edinburgh and London. 1906. 

Volume I is a treatise on General Surgery, and although 
small, still contains 770 pages of reading matter. Such a treatise 
can not be considered a hand-book, and is a systematic view of the 
present-day aspect of surgery, meaning to be useful to the prac¬ 
titioner and at the same time available as a text-book and manual 
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for students; this, in fact, is its main purpose. Pathology has 
been somewhat slighted and is only given in connection with 
diagnosis and treatment. 

Volume II deals with Regional Surgery. In many places the 
surgical anatomy of the part is given before injuries and diseases 
of the part are considered. Also, special methods of examination 
are carefully described. The work has been prepared with care, 
and as a manual for the student of medicine would be useful, 
but as a book for the practicing surgeon is lacking in many 
essentials. 

Paul M. Pilcher. 

Diseases of the Rectum and Anus. By Harrison Cripps, 

F.R.C.S. Third edition. 1907. J. & A. Churchill, London, 

and W. T. Keener & Co., Chicago. 

This book commends itself to the profession as a full 
and exhaustive treatise upon the department of rectal surgery 
and well maintains its position as a valuable standard 
authority. 

It presents at the outset a series of plates, of microscopical 
specimens, of normal tissue, and morbid growths, as valuable, 
if not more so, than any to be found in kindred works. The 
initial chapters on Anatomy, and examinations, and Diagnosis, 
are highly instructive; and the latter abounds in suggestions, 
alike valuable to the general practitioner and the specialist. 

The author’s position as to the use, or rather uselessness, of 
rectal specula except under anaesthesia, and his emphatic declara¬ 
tion that “ The idea of using one on the consulting-room couch 
should be abandoned,” may seen startling to many who do use 
them and value them highly, but it must be confessed his strict¬ 
ures in the main are sound; whether his like criticism of the use 
of the rectoscope is as warranted may be questioned. 

In his consideration and treatment of malformations of the 
rectum, a most interesting scries of cases is given, showing the 
results of operations in imperforate rectum and anus, in one 
hundred cases, with a mortality of fifty per cent. In the chapter 
devoted to hsemorrhoids, we find a careful delineation of the dif¬ 
ferent varieties, with considerable space devoted to etiology, 
methods of examination, diagnosis, and illustrative cases. The 
author’s suggestions for the treatment of inflamed and strangu- 



